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Claims 

1 . A standardized method of reproduj£ibly making photographs of 
different fabrics, so that one or more of eagfn fabric's characteristics of texture, 
pattern, thickness, drape and translucency, can be reliably understood and 
compared, comprising the steps of: folding each fabric in the same way; 
placing the folded fabric on a backgrour/d surface to provide it with a 
standardized draped shape; and then c/notographing each draped and folded 
fabric in a first same way. 

2. The method of claim 1 wheAe+rre^ach fabric has 1-3 folds. 

3. The method of claim 2 / Wh£rein each fabric has 2 folds. 

4. The method of clairpr 3 wWerein each fabric is photographed, so that 
the resulting photograph had a fip^f total surface area, a second surface area 
of the photograph shows theTabmc antr^third surface area of the photograph 
shows the background surface; ^the second surface area being greater than 
the third surface area. 

5. The method of any one of claims 1-4 wherein each fabric has 2 
folds; and the predetermined standardized drape of the fabric comprises: a 
bottom ply that is on the background surface and Mas a first side edge; an 
intermediate ply having a second side edge; a first fold line between the 
bottom and intermediate plies; and a top ply ha/ying a third side edge; and a 
second fold line between the intermediate anc/top plies; wherein the first, 
second and third side edges are on the sam^ side of the fabric; the first and 
third side edges are spaced apart and extend generally parallel in a first 
direction; the second side edge is located/between the first and third side 
edges; and the first and second fold line/s are spaced apart and extend 
generally parallel in a second direction. 

6. The method of claim 5 wherein the second direction is substantially 
perpendicular to the first direction. 

7. The method of claim 6 whferein the first fold line includes a first 
curve formed by the first and second side edges and having a first radius and 
wherein the second fold line includes a second curve formed by the second 
and third side edges and having/a second radius, and wherein the first radius 
is smaller than the second radijos. 
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8. The method of claim 7 wherein a portion of each draped and folded 
fabric, within a rectangular virtual photo frame, is photographed with a camera 
and wherein the first direction is at an obtuse angle with respect to a side of 
the virtual photo frame closest to the camera. / 

9. The method of claim 8 wherein the obtuse smgle is between about 
1 05 s and 1 20 9 , preferably about 1 1 0 e . / 

10. The method of claim 9 wherein the second direction is at an acute 
angle with respect to a side of the virtual photo frame closest to the camera 
and wherein the acute angle is between about 15F and 30 9 , preferably about 
20 9 . / 

1 1 . The method of claim 10 wherein the f/rst, second and third side 
edges are serrated. / 

12. The method of claim 1 1 wherein each fabric is also photographed 
in,second same way as straight with a full-repeat of a pattern. 

13. The method of claim 12 wherein trie fabric has a serrated edge 
and is atop a gray background. / 

14. The method of claim 13 whereir/ each fabric is also shown in a 
computer-generated photo-realistic image/n a third same way, in use. 

15. The method of claim 14 wherein each fabric is shown in use as a 
window covering and/or a furniture covefing. 

16. The method of claim 15 wheJrein each photograph of a fabric in 
the first and/or second way is stored in/a computer database and is tagged to 
indicate a use of the fabric. / 

17. The method of claim 16 wjfierein a plurality of pre-processed 
digitized photographs of 3-dimensional models of unprinted fabrics in the use 
are also in the database. / 

18. The method of claim 17 wherein the computer-generated photo- 
realistic image is made on demand/of a purchaser by rendering the 
photograph of the fabric in the first/or second way on the photograph of the 3- 
dimensional model in the use. / 



web site. 



19. A photograph made by the mj 

20. The photograph of claim 181© 




prising an image on an internet 



'6 of claim 18. 
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21 . A method of assessing the texture, pattemyrthickness, drape 
and/or translucency of a fabric, comprising the step of viewing the photograph 
of claim 20. 

22. A method of assessing the texture^ pattern, thickness, drape 
and/or translucency of a fabric, comprising the siep-of viewing the photograph 
of claim 19. 

23 The method of claim 8 wherein the second direction is at an acute 
angle with respect to a side of the virtual photo f ramar closest to the camera 
and wherein the acute angle is between about 15 2 /and 30 g , preferably about 
20 9 . 

24. The method of claim 23 wherein the f/rst, second and third side 
edges are serrated. 

25. The method of claim 24 wherein eafch fatiric is also photographed 
in second same way as straight with a full-repeat of a pattern. 

26. The method of claim 25 whereir/the fabric has a serrated edge 
and is atop a gray background. 

27. The method of claim 26 wherein each fabric is also shown in a 
computer-generated photo-realistic image in a third same way, in use. 

28. The method of claim 27 wnerein each fabric is shown in use as a 
window covering and/or a furniture Covering. 

29. The method of claim 28/wherein each photograph of a fabric in 
the first and/or second way is stopd in a computer database and is tagged to 
indicate a use of the fabric. 

30. The method of clainft 29 wherein a plurality of pre-processed 
digitized photographs of 3-dipnensional models of unprinted fabrics in the use 
are also in the database. 

31 . The method of/claim 30 wherein the computer-generated photo- 
realistic image is made on demand of a purchaser by rendering the 
photograph of the fabria in the first or second way on the photograph of the 3- 
dimensional model in the use. / 

32. A photograph made byfmi method of claim 31 . 

33. The photograph of q^im3^ comprising an image on an internet 
web site. / 
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34. A method of assessipa the texture, pattern, thickness, drape 
and/or translucency of a fabrj^Domprising the step of viewing the photograph 
of claim 33. ^- 

35. The method of claim 5 wherein th§T first, second and third side 
edges are serrated. 

36. The method of claim 35 whereirVeach fabric is also photographed 
in second same way as straight with a fulliepeat of a pattern. 

37. The method of claim 36 wherein the fabric has a serrated edge 
and is atop a gray background. 

38. The method of claim 37 wherein each fabric is also shown in a 
computer-generated photo-realistic in/age in a third same way, in use. 

39. The method of claim 38 wherein each fabric is shown in use as a 
window covering and/or a furniture^overing., 

40. The method of claim 39 wherein each photograph of a fabric in 
the first and/or second way is stored in a computer database and is tagged to 
indicate a use of the fabric. 

41 . The method of clai/n 40 wherein a plurality of pre-processed 
digitized photographs of 3-dipensional models of unprinted fabrics in the use 
are also in the database. 

42. The method of (fclaim 41 wherein the computer-generated photo- 
realistic image is made or/ demand of a purchaser by rendering the 
photograph of the fabric /n the first or second way on the photograph of the 3- 
dimensional model in the use. 

43. A photograph made by the method of claim 42. 

44. The photograph of claim 43 cor/prising an image on an internet 
web site. 

45. A method of assessing the^xture, pattern, thickness, drape 
and/or translucency of a fabricycomprjsing the step of viewing the photograph 
of claim 44. 

46. A method of asse\s£itfg/the/texture, pattern, thickness, drape 
and/or translucency of a fabric, co/nprising the step of viewing the photograph 
of claim 43. 
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47. The method of claim 4 wherein a portion of each draped and folded 
fabric, within a rectangular virtual photo frame, as photographed with a camera 
and wherein the first direction is at an obtuse/angle with respect to a side of 
the virtual photo frame closest to the earners 

48. The method of claim 47 wh^relfrthe obtuse angle is between 
about 105 9 and 120 9 , preferably ajabut 1/10 2 . 

49. The method of claim 48 wfrerein the second direction is at an 
acute angle with respect to a side of tlmvirtyal photo frame closest to the 
camera and wherein the acute angle/is between about 1 5 9 and 30 9 , 
preferably about 20 9 . 

50. The method of claim 49 wherein th^ first, second and third side 
edges are serrated. 

51 . The method of claim 50 whereinyfeach fabric is also photographed 
in second same way as straight with a full-repeat of a pattern. 

52. The method of claim 51 where/n the fabric has a serrated edge 
and is atop a gray background. 

53. The method of claim 52 whefrein each fabric is also shown in a 
computer-generated photo-realistic image in a third same way, in use. 

54. The method of claim 53 vyfierein each fabric is shown in use as a 
window covering and/or a furniture covering. 

55. The method of claim 5Y wherein each photograph of a fabric in 
the first and/or second way is stored in a computer database and is tagged to 
indicate a use of the fabric. 

56. The method of claim/55 wherein a plurality of pre-processed 
digitized photographs of 3-dimensional models of unprinted fabrics in the use 
are also in the database. 

57. The method of clalim 56 wherein the computer-generated photo- 
realistic image is made on demand of a purchaser by rendering the 
photograph of the fabric in the first or second way on the photograph of the 3- 
dimensional model in the u$e. . 

58. A photograph made by the^nethod of claim 57. 

59. The photograph of claiqff&a comprising an image on an internet 
web site. 
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60. A method of assessing the texture, patteiy, thickness, drape 
and/or translucency of a fabric, comprising the stepyof viewing the photograph 
of claim 59. 

61 . A method of assessing the texture, pattern, thickness, drape 
and/or translucency of a fabric, comprising the ^step of viewing the photograph 
of claim 58. 

62. The method of claim 47 wherein the second direction is at an 
acute angle with respect to a side of tfie>^mjaj_photo frame closest to the 
camera and wherein the acute angle is between about 15 9 and 30 9 , 
preferably about 20 9 . 

63. The method of claim 62 wherein the first/second and third side 
edges are serrated. 

64. The method of claim 63 wherein each/fabric is also photographed 
in second same way as straight with a full-repeat of a pattern. 

65. The method of claim 64 wherein th^ fabric has a serrated edge 
and is atop a gray background. 

66. The method of claim 65 wherein/each fabric is also shown in a 
computer-generated photo-reatistic image /n a third same way, in use. 

67. The method of claim 66 wherein each fabric is shown in use as a 
window covering and/or a furniture covering. 

68. The method of claim 67 wherein each photograph of a fabric in 
the first and/or second way is stored ii/ a computer database and is tagged to 
indicate a use of the fabric. 

69. The method of claim 68 wfrherein a plurality of pre-processed 
digitized photographs of 3-dimensiojial models of unprinted fabrics in the use 
are also in the database. 

70. The method of claim 6p wherein the computer-generated photo- 
realistic image is made on demarad of a purchaser by rendering the 
photograph of the fabric in the fi/st or second way on the photograph of the 3- 
dimensional model in the use. 

71 . A photograph made by thernethod of claim 70. 

72. The photograph of clafpfl'tj^cornprising an image on an internet 
web site. / 
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73. A method of assessing the texture, pattern/ thickness, drape 
and/or translucency of a fabric, comprising the step>of viewing the photograph 
of claim 72. / 

74. A photograph made by the method of/claim 1 . 

75. The photograph of claim 74 comprising an image on an internet 
web site. 

76. A method of assessing the texture/ pattern, thickness, drape 
and/or translucency of a fabric, comprising tr/e step of viewing the photograph 
of claim 75. 

77. A method of assessing the textfire^-pattern, thickness, drape 
and/or translucency of a fabric, compris^Jg the step of viewing the photograph 
of claim 74. 

78. The method of claim 1 vfrheieln feach fabric is also shown in a 
computer-generated photo-realistic image ta_a>H1ird same way, in use. 

79. The method of claim 78 wherein each fabric is shown in use as a 
window covering and/or a furniture covering. 

80. The method of claim 79 wherein each photograph of a fabric in 
the first and/or second way is stored in a comr/uter database and is tagged to 
indicate a use of the fabric. 

81 . The method of claim 80 wherein/a plurality of pre-processed 
digitized photographs of 3-dimensional moxlels of unprinted fabrics in the use 
are also in the database. 

82. The method of claim 81 whe/ein the computer-generated photo- 
realistic image is made on demand of a purchaser by rendering the 
photograph of the fabric in the first or^econd way on the photograph of the 3- 
dimensional model in the use. / 

83. A photograph made by method of claim 82. 
■ 84. The photograph of claim 83j£omprising an image on an internet 

web site. 

85. A method of assessing \\M texture, pattern, thickness, drape 
and/or translucency of a fabric.^con^prising the step of viewing the photograph 
of claim 84. 
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86. A method of assessing the/texture, pattern, thickness, drape 
and/or translucency of a fabric, comprising the step of viewing the photograph 
of claim 83. 

87. The method of claim 78 whereiiyeach photograph of a fabric in 
the first and/or second way is stored in a Computer database and is tagged to 
indicate a use of the fabric. 

88. The method of claim 87 whyferein a plurality of pre-processed 
digitized photographs of 3-dimensiorjfal models of unprinted fabrics in the use 
are also in the database. 

89. The method of claim 8$ wherein the computer-generated photo- 
realistic image is made on demand of a purchaser by rendering the 
photograph of the fabric in the f/rst or second way on the photograph of the 3- 
dimensional model in the use. 

^ 90. A photograph made by the method of claim 89. 

91 . The photograph of claim 90 comprising an image on an internet 
web site. 

92. A method of assessing the tekture, pattern, thickness, drape 
and/or translucency of a fabric, comprising ithe step of viewing the photograph 
of claim 91. 

93. A method of assessing thfeftextupg? pattern, thickness, drape 
and/or translucency of a fabric, corrjprising the step of viewing the photograph 
of claim 90. 

94. The method of claim 1 wherein/each fabric is also photographed in 
<% / 

^second same way as straight with a full-repeat of a pattern. 

95. The method of claim 94 whepin the fabric has a serrated edge 
and is atop a gray background. 

96. The method of claim 95 wbferein each fabric is also shown in a 
computer-generated photo-realistic image in a third same way, in use. 

97. The method of claim 96 wherein each fabric is shown in use as a 
window covering and/or a furniture covering. 

98. The method of claim 97 wherein each photograph of a fabric in 
the first and/or second way is scored in a computer database and is tagged to 
indicate a use of the fabric. 
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99. The method of claim 98 wherein a plurality) of pre-processed 
digitized photographs of 3-dimensional models of urprinted fabrics in the use 
are also in the database. 

100. The method of claim 99 wherein the (Computer-generated photo- 
realistic image is made on demand of a purchaser by rendering the 
photograph of the fabric in the first or second yvay on the photograph of the 3- 
dimensional model in the use. 

101 . A photograph made by the mefhod of claim 100. 

102. The photograph of claim 101/comprising an image on an internet 
web site. 

103. A method of assessing th«£ texture, pattern, thickness, drape 
and/or translucency of a fabric, comprising the step of viewing the photograph 
of claim 1 02. 

104. A method of assessing the texture, pattern, thickness, drape and/or 
translucency of a fabric, comprising the step of viewing the photograph of 
claim 101 
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